


Choir and Orchestra

Tim Stafford, Conductor

This concert is being recorded live.

Please be considerate of others by keeping the Sanctuary as quiet as possible during the performance.

Please turn off all phones and other electronic devices
and be careful not to use flash photography or any lighted recording devices.

Parents with small children, please sit close to an aisle near an exit so that you can 
leave the Sanctuary easily if your children need a break. The concert can be viewed live 

in one of the classrooms on the first floor near the restrooms.

Please feel free to address the ushers with any questions. They will be glad to promptly assist you.

Thank you for joining us!

THE MOODY CHURCH
50th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT



The Thanksgiving and Christmas season is 
a time when we reflect in gratitude on the 
greatest gift ever given, the birth of Jesus.  
As the Psalmist wrote, we truly have much  
to be thankful for:

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
    and his courts with praise!
    Give thanks to him; bless his name!
For the Lord is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever,
    and his faithfulness to all generations.
(Psalm 100:4–5)

This season, our Beyond These Doors campaign 
is blessing four of our ministry partners: As Our 
Own, By The Hand Club For Kids, Kids Alive 
International, and World Relief. Each of these 
organizations is doing incredible work beyond 
our church doors—caring for the vulnerable in 
our city and around the world. 

Every dollar given in this year’s Concert offering 
will go directly to these four ministries. You can 
find out more about each organization and the 
work they do on the following pages.

For more information and to give online, 
visit moodychurch.org/btd. You can also 
drop your gift into one of the offering boxes 
placed around the church. Checks should 
be made payable to The Moody Church, with 
“Beyond These Doors” in the memo. 

SHARING JOY WITH THE WORLD



There are 44 million vulnerable children living 
in India. Some live on the streets. Others are 
enslaved in brothels. Most are poor, hungry, and 
exploited. Hope is hard to come by.

As Our Own provides a life-long family to the 
most vulnerable children in India: girls born in 
the red-light districts and high-risk slums. Why? 
To revolutionize the way the world cares for 
vulnerable children—caring for them as our own so 
that they may experience the love of a family and 
fulfill the sovereign purpose God has for their lives. 
Through a family-style care model, a top-notch 
academic curriculum, college scholarships, and 
more, As Our Own empowers each girl to reach 
her full God-given potential.

You can find out more at asourown.org.



When people hear about Chicago, they rarely hear 
about the good. This city is known for its gun violence, 

poverty, and failing educational system. It’s a big 
problem that needs a bigger solution.

Since 2001, By The Hand Club For Kids has been 
providing that solution for some of Chicago’s most at-

risk children, taking them by the hand and walking with 
them from kindergarten through college, loving and 

nurturing them—mind, body and soul.

This Christ-centered, after-school program began 
in 2001 with 16 children from Cabrini-Green. It now 

serves more than 1,600 kids from Cabrini-Green, 
Altgeld-Murray, Austin, and Englewood, and it 

continues to grow.

You can find out more at bythehand.org.



Dominican Republic (DR), home to more than 10 million people, is a country mired in deep poverty. 
Without intervention, people are unable to break the cycle that traps them in hopelessness. With ten 
locations spread across the country, Kids Alive DR is committed to breaking that cycle of poverty and 
putting kids on the road to brighter futures. 

Over the last 25 years, Kids Alive has grown to serve over 2,000 at-risk children in family-style residential 
homes, care centers, and schools. Every child served hears about the God of hope while receiving an 
education, nutrition, preventive medical care, and everything in between. Most recently, Kids Alive has 
begun a university scholarship program while also serving as a relief organization to the children and their 
families during the pandemic.

You can find out more at kidsalive.org.



The mission of World Relief is to empower the local 
church to serve the most vulnerable. For over 75 
years, and across 100 countries, World Relief has 
been tackling the world’s greatest problems with 
sustainable solutions, transforming communities 
from the inside out.

The Moody Church has previously partnered with 
World Relief to support church planting efforts in 
Cambodia. But this year, we’re also working with 
them to support Afghan refugee resettlement efforts 
in the Midwest.

Thousands of Afghan families are becoming 
increasingly vulnerable following the Taliban 
takeover. World Relief’s global network of over 95,000 
volunteers is working to welcome, befriend, advocate 
for, and support thousands of Afghan immigrants in 
vulnerable situations.

You can find out more at worldrelief.org.



OrchestraA Christmas Festival  
Leroy Anderson 
*performed every year since 1986

Hodie
arr. Gerald Edmonds
*performed every year since 1993

On this day, earth shall ring with the song children sing to the Lord, Christ our King, 

Born on earth to save us; Him the Father gave us.
Ideo, gloria in excelsis Deo!

God’s bright star o’er His head, wise men three to Him led.
Kneel they low by His bed, lay their gifts before Him, praise Him and adore Him.

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, 
Praising Christ, heaven’s King, born on earth to save us. 
Gloria!
Personent Hodie – Traditional Text and Music 12th–14th Centuries © 1998 The Moody Church  

WELCOME Pastor Larry McCarthy, Jr.

Joy to the World
O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Hymn 270

Hymn 249

For Unto Us a Child Is Born from The Messiah  
George Frederic Handel 

For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given, 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
And His name shall be called – 

Wonderful Counselor, the mighty God, 
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Text from Isaiah 9:6



Star Carol
Alfred Burt
*first performed in Chicago by The Moody Church, 1971 Christmas Concert

Long years ago on a deep winter night, high in the heavens a star shone bright, 
While in a manger a wee Baby lay, sweetly asleep on a bed of hay. 

Jesus, the Lord was that Baby so small, laid down to sleep in a humble stall;
Then came the star and it stood overhead, shedding its light ‘round His little bed. 

Dear Baby Jesus, how tiny Thou art, I’ll make a place for Thee in my heart, 
And when the stars in the heavens I see, ever and always I think of thee. 

© 1954, 1957 Hollis Music, Inc. 

Shepherd’s Pipe Carol
John Rutter
*first performed with orchestra in Chicago by The Moody Church, 1973 Christmas Concert

Going through the hills on a night all starry on the way to Bethlehem.
Far away I heard a shepherd boy piping on the way to Bethlehem.

Angels in the sky brought this message nigh: Dance and sing for joy that Christ the newborn King is 
Come to bring us peace on earth, and He’s lying cradled there at Bethlehem.

Tell me, shepherd boy piping tunes so merrily on the way to Bethlehem:
Who will hear your tunes on these hills so lonely on the way to Bethlehem?

None may hear my pipes on these hills so lonely on the way to Bethlehem,
But a King will hear me play sweet lullabies when I get to Bethlehem.

Angels in the sky came down from on high, hovered over the manger where the babe was lying
Cradled in the arms of His mother Mary, sleeping now at Bethlehem.

Where is this new King, shepherd boy piping merrily? Is He there at Bethlehem?
I will find Him soon by the star shining brightly in the sky over Bethlehem.

May I come with  you, shepherd boy piping merrily? Come with you to Bethlehem?
Pay my homage too at the new King’s cradle; is it far to Bethlehem?

Angels in the sky brought this message nigh: Dance and sing for joy that Christ the infant King  
Is born this night in lowly stable yonder; born for you at Bethlehem!

© 1967 Oxford University Press



Sleigh Ride         
Leroy Anderson 
*performed often since 1973

Orchestra

Of the Father’s Love Begotten         
Arr. Matt Riley

David Taylor, violin solo

Silent Night         Hymn 253

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
arr. Gary Fry

Peace on earth, good will to men!

I heard the bells on Christmas Day their old familiar carols play,
And mild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth, good will to men.

I thought as how the day had come, the belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along the unbroken song of peace on earth, good will to men.

And in despair, I bowed my head: “There is no peace on earth,” I said,
For hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on earth, good will to men.

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail with peace on earth, good will to men!”

Ding, dong, the bells are ringing,  
Christmas bells, hear them ring!

Till ringing, singing, on its way, the world revolves from night to day.
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime of peace on earth, good will to men! Amen

Text by Henry Wadworth Longfellow © 2012 Fry-By-Night Music

SHARING JOY WITH THE WORLD Pastor Larry McCarthy, Jr.



O Come, All You Unfaithful
Bob Kauflin and Lisa Clow

O come, all you unfaithful. Come, weak and unstable. Come, know you are not alone.
O come, barren and waiting ones, weary of praying; come, see what your God has done.

Christ is born, Christ is born! Christ is born for you.   (continues on next page)

Johanna Fraats, solo

The Promise 
Michael W. Smith, arr. Hamilton

Fear not, O Israel, for there is peace still to come.  
A Word to break the silence, a promise yet to bloom.
The promise to redeem us, One to free us, break the silence, end the violence in our hearts.

Emmanuel is sure to find us soon, the mighty Root of Jesse, Star of Truth.
And bring our sons to glory, tell His story, heal the broken and restore thee to His name.

The star will guide us to the humble place where Christ the King reveals His earthly face.
And we will sing Emmanuel, God is with us, God is for us, God is in us, we will sing.

We’re singing alleluia, we’re singing alleluia. Emmanuel, our God is with us. Alleluia.

© 2007 Word Music

Son of God 
Michael W. Smith, arr. Hamilton

Son of God, purest Light, Lord on high is here tonight, stepping through this sacred sky.
Suddenly our eyes behold heaven’s perfect plan unfold, Son of God.

Son of God, love divine, timeless One steps into time. 
Who could dream of such a thing? With us now, the King of Kings. 
Men and angels bow and sing, singing alleluia, alleluia. 

We’re singing gloria, alleluia. Emmanuel, our God is with us.

© 2007 Word Music

MESSAGE Senior Pastor Philip Miller



We Wish You a Merry Christmas
arr. Arthur Harris 
*performed every year since 1973

The Hallelujah Chorus from The Messiah  
George Frederic Handel  
*performed often since 1971

Christmas Angels
Michael W. Smith, arr. Hamilton

Christmas angels sing all around us, spread good tidings over the earth, 
Telling of a Child in a manger who is born, He is the King of kings. 

King of glory, hope for all nations, sent to earth to save and redeem. 
Prince of Peace, behold and adore; the Son of God has come to set us free. 

Celebrate, O sing hallelujah. Raise a banner, dance and rejoice. 
Celebrate the birth of Messiah. He’s the Savior, King, the Lord of all. 

Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!

We sing joy to the world, the Lord has come. He is the One, God’s only Son. Emmanuel!  
Who was, and is, and is to come. Emmanuel! God here with us. He is here forever and always. 

Christmas angels sing all around us. All creation hears what they say. 
Bow before Him, come and behold the Son of God born on Christmas day. 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come. Let earth receive her King. Sing joy!

© 2007 Word Music

BENEDICTION

O come, bitter and broken. Come with fears unspoken. Come, taste of His perfect love.
O come, guilty and hiding ones. There is no need to run; see what your God has done!

He’s the Lamb who was given, slain for our pardon. His promise is peace for those who believe.

So come, though you have nothing. Come—He is the offering. Come, see what your God has done.

© 2020 Sovereign Grace Praise



PERSONNEL
Music Ministry

Pastor of Music Ministries
Music Ministry Coordinator 

Organist
Intern

Youth Ensemble

Technical Ministry
Technical Director

 Sound
Recording

Video
Lighting

 Graphic Designer

Michael Arman
Shaun Singh 
Andy Thisse
Jeff Devries
Michael Arman
Bryan Butler

Noble Adigbli
Vijay Rangan
Sandy Long

Tim Stafford
Elsa Wiese
Paul Satre, D.M.A.
Aerim Kim
Joelle Berry, Elizabeth Ciesielka, Stella Eng,
Caitlin Kosloskus, Yuli Moreno, Janelle Quezada, 
Kaisa Stafford, AnaKaterina Sweis 

SPECIAL THANKS to our many volunteers in the areas of technical production, decoration, promotion, 
facilities, parking, greeting, reception, ushering, CD sales, and public safety.  

Without their help, this event would not have been possible.

Support Ministries 
Ministry Services

Ushers
Decorations

Elizabeth GardnerASL Interpreter



You also won’t want to miss  
The Majesty & Glory of Your 
Name, featuring many of our 
most memorable anthems 
and hymns recorded live at 
services and concerts at 
The Moody Church. 

Tracks Include:
A Christmas Festival
Hodie
Joy to the World
Gloria
Sleigh Ride
I’ll Give Him My Heart
O Holy Night
Hallelujah Chorus
We Wish You a Merry Christmas

Take the music of The Moody Church home with you! Our most recent 
Christmas recording, Christmas Festival, captures the essence of this concert so 
you can share it with others—or enjoy it all over again!

CDs are available this evening in the 
main lobby. To download our music 
or share our recordings with others, 
visit moodychurch.org/music.

Other recordings from the Moody 
Church Music Ministry:



1635 North LaSalle  |  Chicago, Illinois 60614
312.327.8600  |  moodychurch.org

Weekly Programs
Sundays
Service: 10:00am
Communities: 8:30am & 11:30am
TMC Kids: 9:45am & 11:30am

Wednesdays
Programs & classes for all ages: 6:30pm
Prayer Meeting: 6:45pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Friday December 24 at 6:00pm 

This simple and beautiful service is the perfect way 
to begin your Christmas celebrations. We read from 
the Scriptures and sing carols accompanied by a 
string ensemble. At the end of the evening, the entire 
Sanctuary is filled with candlelight as we sing “Silent 
Night.” In all the busyness of the season, you won’t 
regret taking the time to reflect, to listen, and to 
worship the Savior who was born for you. 
Info: moodychurch.org/christmas-eve

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US:

Join Us in 2022
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Christmas Concert
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

April 15
April 17 

December 11
December 24    

 Please visit moodychurch.org for updated 
information on our concert series and other 
events throughout the year.


