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PASTOR TO PEOPLE
You never know what God might do through a simple invitation!

I love how Philip, one of Jesus’ first disciples, responded to the 
skeptical Nathaniel, who wondered if there was anything at all to 
this Jesus. Philip simply invited him to “Come and see” (John 1:46). 
I love that. It’s the power of a simple invitation!

This Christmas season we have a number of amazing opportunities 
to “Be the Church” and invite people who are far from Jesus but 
near to us to “Come and see!” Would you join me in praying about 
who you will invite this year? Time’s moving quickly, so we need to 
get those invites out soon! And who knows? They might just show 
up and hear the good news of great joy that shall be for all people, 
and we’ll get to celebrate the joy of yet another changed life in Jesus. 

Here are some great opportunities to invite friends and family:

• The Women’s Christmas Luncheon will be on Saturday 
December 11. You'll enjoy delicious food, lovely music, and a 
clear presentation of the gospel.  

• Our 50th Annual Christmas Concert is coming up next 
Sunday, December 12. This festive evening is filled with 
favorite carols performed by our choirs and orchestra. 

• The Children’s Chorus will present their Christmas Program, 
It All Happened in the Country, during the morning service on 
Sunday December 19.  

• The online premiere of the Christmas Concert will be 
Sunday December 19. Why not host a watch party and invite 
your friends and neighbors? 

• Finally, our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be Friday 
December 24. You’ll love this simple, contemplative service.

Let’s pray and send those invitations now. Remember: You never 
know what God might do through a simple invitation!

WELCOME
Thanks so much for worshiping with us today, whether you’re joining us in person or online! 
We’re a family committed to knowing, loving, and serving Jesus. If there is any way we can 
serve you, please let us know by emailing us at info@moodychurch.org. If you have questions 
about our current schedule, please check our weekly calendar. 

We consider it a privilege to pray for you. If you have a prayer request, please email prayer@
moodychurch.org. If you would like to pray with a member of our Prayer Team after the 
service, Prayer Partners are standing by at the front of the Sanctuary or at 312.319.1570. 

Philip Miller 
Senior Pastor
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BEYOND THESE DOORS
We give out of our abundance because God has been so 
generous with us through the love of Jesus Christ. We love 
because He first loved us!

Through the rest of the year, our Beyond These Doors 
campaign will bless four of our ministry partners: As Our 
Own, By The Hand Club For Kids, Kids Alive, and World 
Relief. Each of these organizations is doing incredible 
work beyond our church doors—in our city and around 
the world. Every dollar given will go directly to these four 
ministries. As in years past, we’re praying for an additional 
$500,000 beyond our regular giving. This is an opportunity 
for us to show and share the love of Christ in a tangible way. 
Will you join us?

Whether you give online, mail in a gift, or use an offering 
envelope at one of our services, simply designate “Beyond 
These Doors.” Would you prayerfully consider how the 
Lord is leading you to participate this year?

Info: moodychurch.org/btd

WOMEN'S CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Saturday December 11 at 11:00am

Moody Church women, invite your friends and family to 
this lovely luncheon as we celebrate Christmas together. 

They’ll enjoy good food, great music, and a relevant 
speaker—and most important, they’ll hear a clear 

presentation of the gospel, the real meaning of Christmas.

We’ll hear from Deb Gorton, a clinical psychologist, 
professor, and speaker on Christian faith and mental 

health. Simone Halpin, Executive Director of Naomi’s 
House, will give an update on everything God is doing in 

our home for women who have been sexually trafficked. 
And our carol sing and special music will be led by Kate 

Kavanaugh, accompanied by Jonathon Huff.

Tickets are $10, and can be purchased at the Women’s 
Ministry kiosk in Memorial Hall or on our website.

Info: moodychurch.org/women
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Welcome Pastor Tim Stafford

“Fullness of Grace” 

Advent Reading “The Candle of Love” 139 Disability Ministry

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

“Come, Adore the Humble King” 

Pastoral Prayer Pastor Bill Bertsche

“O, Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Message Pastor Philip Miller

Affirmation of Faith

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:

Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried…

The third day He arose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, God’s holy church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

(Adapted from The Apostles’ Creed)

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

Communion

In-person worshippers, please pick up a communion pack in the lobby. An allergen-free option is 
available. Online worshippers, please participate with your own bread and cup.

"O Come, Let Us Adore Him"

Benediction Pastor Philip Miller

Live Prayer Team Please dial 312.319.1570 for prayer after the conclusion of the service. 

Song Lyrics used by permission CCLI 246973.  
Scripture Quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ORDER OF SERVICE



SERMON NOTES

THE GREATNESS OF CHRISTMAS
Great Things
Luke 1:39–56
Pastor Philip Miller

Heart of Faith (vv. 39–45)

• God holds true to His Word

Heart of Joy (vv. 46–49)

• God blesses unlikely people

Heart of Hope (vv. 50–55)

• God is setting the world to rights

Takeaway: When it’s personal, everything changes. 

Watch this sermon again at moodychurch.org/sermons.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A39-56&version=ESV
http://www.moodychurch.org/sermons


Celebrate the Christmas season 
with The Moody Church next 
Sunday at our annual Christmas 
Concert! This event is the highlight 
of our Christmas season, with 
classic carols and holiday favorites. 
Our beautiful Sanctuary is even 
more stunning with the colorful 
and dramatic lighting. 

Every year, people tell us that 
the concert is one of the best 
Christmas events in Chicago. And 
admission and parking are free!

Reserve your tickets today at 
moodychurch.org/christmas. 

We’ll see you there!

Please note: Seating is general 
admission and available on first-
come, first-served basis. A ticket does 
not reserve a specific seat but helps 
us manage capacity limits. Plan 
to arrive early to find seating, and 
especially seating for families and 
groups. Be prepared to show your 
ticket on arrival.

50th Annual Christmas Concert 
Sunday December 12 at 6:00pm

http://www.moodychurch.org/christmas


Isabel ZhangTODAY AT A GLANCE
8:30AM COMMUNITIES
Christian Fellowship: Room 304
Fourth Watch: Room 103
Light & Life: Room 107
Next Chapter: Room 108
Sisters in Christ: Room 303

8:30AM
Deaf Bible Study: Room 301

9:45AM
TMC Kids (infants to Pre-K): 2nd floor 

10:00AM
Sunday Morning Service: Sanctuary
ASL Translation: Facebook
Transmisión en Español: Facebook

10:30AM
TMC Kids (K–Grade 2): 2nd floor

11:15AM
Connection Center

11:30AM KIDS & YOUTH
TMC Kids (through Grade 5): 2nd floor
Thrive (Junior High): Room 309
Revolution (High School): Room 308 

11:30AM ADULT COMMUNITIES
ATM: Room 305
Co-Laborers (Adults w/ID/DD): Room 301 
Crossroads (College & Career): Room 303
Fusion: Room 103 
In Focus: Room 107
International Friends: Room 112-D
Ministerio Hispano: Kappeler Hall
Veritas: Sankey Hall
YourMarriage YourFamily: Room 108

11:30AM
Women’s Book Study: Room 304

3:00pm
Building closes

MEMBERSHIP CANDIDATES

The publishing of these names will verify the approval of the church body if no notice to the contrary is 
received via any of the Pastoral Staff as soon as possible.

Katrina Bruce 
Elaina Chelstrom
Harold Dahlstrand
Phyllis Dahlstrand
Marlene Djossou

Tasha Griggs
Karl “KJ” Johnson
Nidia Johnson
Gregory Mitchell
Jonatan Abner Aquino Rivas

Chusdeep “Deep” Sharma
Shina Tognibo
Caleb Tolleson
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1635 North LaSalle
Chicago, IL 60614 
312.327.8600 
moodychurch.org

Founded in 1864 by evangelist 
D.L. Moody. Celebrating the joy 
of changed lives for over  
150 years.

moodymedia.org 
312.642.4417  
or 800.215.5001

Monday–Friday 
9:30am 
90.1 FM, WMBI

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

MONDAY

Women’s Prayer Meeting: 7:00am, Zoom

TUESDAY

Women’s Prayer Meeting: 7:00am, Zoom

Fusion Prayer Meeting: 7:30pm, Zoom 

WEDNESDAY

Women’s Prayer Meeting: 7:00am, Zoom 

AWANA: 6:30pm, 2nd floor & Sankey Hall 
note: pre-registration required

Thrive (Jr High): 6:30pm, Room 309

Revolution (HS): 6:30pm, Room 308

Prayer Meeting: 6:45pm, Zoom

Int’l Friends Bible Study: 7:00pm, Zoom

Reunión de Oración: 7:00pm, Zoom

THURSDAY

Women’s Prayer Meeting: 7:00am, Zoom

Veritas: 6:30pm, Room 103

Int’l Friends Bible Study: 7:00pm, Zoom 

FRIDAY

Women’s Prayer Meeting: 7:00am, Zoom

Estudio Bíblico: 7:30pm, Zoom

SATURDAY

Men’s Praise & Prayer: 7:30am, Room 103

Women’s Luncheon: 11:00am, Clarkview

Spanish Christmas Party: 5:00pm, Clarkview

Fusion Christmas Party: 5:00pm, Room 307

New content is posted daily on our social media channels.
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