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In a crisis you find out who you really are. What you’re made 
of, for good or ill, comes to the surface. Hard times draw our 
deepest identity out into the open.

One of the things that has really been on display throughout 
this pandemic is how loving the Moody Church family is. As 
hard as these last months have been, it’s been delightful to 
see how members of our church have come alongside each 
other in loving support, friendship, and encouragement. That 
love and affection was deep within us, and the crisis brought 
it out in remarkable ways.

I’m overwhelmed at the loving generosity that has been 
poured out, both within the church family and beyond into 
our neighborhoods and around the world. I’ve heard so 
many stories of Small Groups and Communities holding one 
another up with care, bringing meals to one another, creating 
learning pods, praying through life transitions, pooling 
resources to meet needs, and being there for one another 
when things got tough. We’ve seen love in action through 
TMC Kids as discipleship care boxes went out to families each 
month until we reopened. We rallied together in the Care40 
initiative, cascading the love of God to our friends, family, 
and neighbors throughout Chicago. We packed hundreds of 
shoeboxes with Operation Christmas Child to bring the love 
of God to the nations. At the end of the year, our Beyond 
These Doors offering allowed us to give away over $450,000 
to bless six of our ministry partners. And through this spring’s 
Redemption Project, we were able to raise $176,000 for Living 
With Hope to supply wheelchairs for people in Kenya with 
mobility disabilities. What an amazing outpouring of the love 
of Jesus not only in our community, but in our city and all 
around the world!

And it’s all because He first loved us. We have been so loved 
by our God, who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up 
for us all. He has lavished us with His love in Christ. We are His 
beloved children by grace through faith in Christ. He is loving 
us into loveliness. We love because He first loved us.

For me, this is what defined our church identity last year, and, 
by the grace of God, it is what will continue to define us for 
many years to come. 

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, 
with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve 
what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:9–11)

Because you are loved, more than you know!

Philip Miller 
Senior Pastor

A LETTER FROM  
PASTOR PHILIP
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A LETTER FROM
OUR ELDERS
But God showed his love for us in that while we were sinners, 
Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

Although we were unable to meet in person during part of this 
fiscal year, the Moody Church family continued to experience 
the blessing of offering weekly worship to the Lord thanks 
to the hard work of our staff. A highlight of this time was our 
virtual Christmas concert. This was indeed an unexpected 
blessing not only to The Moody Church but to thousands of 
others around the world.

Each week we also enjoyed deep and insightful preaching of 
the Word by Pastor Philip and occasionally other pastoral staff.  

God’s provision and the generosity of His people in giving 
enabled our church to support many excellent initiatives: 
Beyond These Doors, Operation Christmas Child, Care40, 
the Redemption Project, our Summer Camps and Summer 
Celebration, and so much more. All of this as we were 
experiencing the pandemic! Thank you for your faithful giving.

After over a year of not being able to meet in person, we were 
tremendously blessed to gather together on Resurrection 
Sunday. What a great time of praise and worship we had 
celebrating the resurrection of our Savior Jesus.

Our emphasis as we go forward this coming year will be on 
coming together: in worship, in community, and in service. As 
Pastor Philip regularly reminds us, the Christian life was not 
meant to be lived alone. “We are better together!”

Thank you for your prayers for the Elders and staff as we 
navigate through these uncertain times.

Let us continue to pray for one another, for the lost, for our 
leaders, and for our nation.

THE MOODY CHURCH ELDERS
Kevin Baloue, Joseph Carré, Tony Durns, Steve Giere, Jonathan 
Hauser, Philip Miller, Berv Peterson, Scott Pratt, Reg Rawden, Tom 
Sawyer, Greg Thornton, Phil Zahn

ASSOCIATE ELDERS
Bill Bertsche, Michael Pitts

LIFE ELDER
Don Dix
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We love because  
he first loved us. 1 John 4:19



Sometimes the most powerful truths are right in front of 
us. The most prominent Scripture in our Sanctuary says, 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8). When I look back on this past year with all the 
disruptions and changes that affected our lives, I am more 
impressed than ever with the truth of that verse. Absolutely 
nothing can thwart the will of God, and He assures us that 
His character—His holiness, sovereignty, love, and indeed all 
His attributes—will never change. He is utterly trustworthy, 
completely faithful, and always available to help His people in 
times of need. Amazing love! 

And because of who our Heavenly Father is, we have 
confidence that He will continue to work through fallen and 
imperfect people like us because He promises that He will 
(Philippians 1:6). That is what we have seen over this past 
year—first and foremost the love of God poured out in our 
lives and then through us in love and service to others. In big 
and small ways, we had the privilege of loving others because 
our Heavenly Father first loved us. That is no small thing, is it? 

I hope that as you review the Ministry Highlights of the past 
year you will be brought to a place of humble and joyful 
praise for all that God has done for us through His Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. And I want to thank you for all that you 
did to glorify the Lord in our church this past year. So much 
more happened than can be printed in this Annual Report, 
but do you know what? The Lord sees it all! And everything is 
in His eternal Annual Report from which our eternal blessings 
flow. Praise be to God!

For His glory,

Bill Bertsche 
Executive Pastor

2020–2021  
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
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GATHERING / LIVE EVENTS: After months of pandemic 
lockdown, we were so happy to gather safely in the parking 
lot with our church family for fellowship, singing, ice cream, 
and vision casting from Pastor Philip. Seeing one another in 
person again was a memorable experience for many. 

HOME GATHERINGS AND COMMUNITIES: We 
encouraged small groups of people to meet in private 
homes for worship throughout our fall sermon series. Hosts 
graciously opened their homes to friends and neighbors to 
create space for worship and discussion following the online 
morning service. We also continued to open our church doors 
for Communities to gather in safe groups before and after the 
online service. 

LOVED BY JESUS SERIES: Pastor Philip began his series 
through the Gospel of John by asking a key question: what if 
the secret of abundant life is found in Jesus’ death-defying love? 
Our congregation was blessed as we walked through the 
entire Gospel in detail over the coming months, exploring the 
incredible, life-changing love that Jesus has for all of us. 

COLLEGE: Few ministries were as negatively impacted by 
the pandemic as our Crossroads University Ministry, as the 
majority of college campuses were closed to in-person classes 
last year. Nevertheless, Crossroads sought to welcome the 
few who were on campus at DePaul, IIT, UIC, Loyola, and MBI, 
and we had the blessing of seeing many find community and 
belonging. 

BEYOND THESE DOORS THANKSGIVING OFFERING: 
Our 2020 Thanksgiving campaign, Beyond These Doors, raised 
over $450,000 to support six key ministry partners who were 
blessing those affected by the pandemic in Chicago and 
around the world. This was one of our largest Thanksgiving 
Offerings ever!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: We partnered with 
Samaritan’s Purse to bless children around the world with 
Christmas gifts packed in shoeboxes. Over 800 boxes were 
filled and shipped abroad to children in need. And the 
greatest gift? Each child was presented with the gospel and 
invited to participate in a discipleship program.  

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT: While we couldn’t 
gather in person for our annual concert, our Music Ministry 
rallied and developed a virtual concert to celebrate the 
Christmas season. Our hope was that this holiday outreach 
would continue our tradition of spreading the message of the 
real reason for the season, but we were blown away by the 
response: over 63,000 people watched online!

SILENT NIGHT CHICAGO: Would COVID-19 or unrest 
steal the joy of Christmas? No! We partnered with local radio 
stations, churches, and organizations to lead the city in a 
moment when we all came together to sing “Silent Night.” 
At 9:09pm on Christmas Eve, over 10,000 people joined us 
downtown and in the suburbs, lifting their voices in unison to 
the praise and glory of God. 

JANUARY–MARCH 2021
SPECIAL MEETING ABOUT FERN HILL: The Trustees 
announced a planned development agreement between local 
property developer Fern Hill, the church, and the BP and Shell 
properties. The long-term goal is for the church to own almost 
all the property in the North/LaSalle/Clark triangle.   

CARE40 CAMPAIGN: At the beginning of the Lenten season, 
our church family began a 40-day project to reflect Christ’s 
love through tangible acts of caring for those around us. 
Pastor Philip wrote weekly emails providing unique ideas 
of ways to love others. The 40 days of caring culminated on 
Easter Sunday as we celebrated the Savior’s resurrection!
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139 DISABILITY: Our Mental Health Ministry hosted multiple 
seminars for those experiencing anxiety, depression, and 
trauma as a result of the pandemic and the events of 2020. 

Even though the pandemic kept us from hosting our bi-
monthly 139 Friends Nights, it did make it possible for us 
to begin more closely discipling many who attended our 
outreach events but not our Sunday services. Our ministry for 
those with intellectual and developmental disabilities saw a 
large boost over the last year as we moved to a weekly zoom 
meeting for the purpose of prayer and discipleship.

APRIL–JUNE 2021
EASTER SUNDAY: After nearly a year of online-only 
services, we celebrated Resurrection Sunday in person! While 
capacity limits were in place and we had to register to attend, 
thousands joined us at two services on Easter morning. 
This was Pastor Philip’s first experience preaching to the 
congregation in person. Our church staff also prepared online 
Easter devotionals that prepared our hearts to worship at 
the high point of our yearly calendar. What a memorable and 
emotional day for our church family!  

REDEMPTION PROJECT—LIVING WITH HOPE:  
On Easter Sunday we launched our annual Redemption 
Project, partnering with Living With Hope to provide 
wheelchairs to those in Kenya with disabilities. Upon delivery, 
each wheelchair recipient also receives a Bible and hears the 
Good News of the gospel. This was the largest Redemption 
Project in our history, raising over $176,000!

GOODBYE TO MICHAEL BEST & AYANDA KHUMALO: 
One of the markers of a healthy local church is developing 
leaders who are sent to strengthen the broader body of Christ 
beyond our doors. This summer, the Lord called two of our 
staff members to new ministry positions at other churches. In 
June, Pastor Michael Best was called as the new Senior Pastor 
of Morgan Hill Bible Church in California. Then in July, Ayanda 
“TK” Khumalo joined the ministry staff at Woodside Bible 
Church outside Detroit as a Worship Pastor. 

TMC KIDS REOPENS: Our children’s ministry worked 
tirelessly throughout the pandemic to keep our young families 
connected virtually and growing in their relationships with 
the Lord. So when TMC Kids reopened in June, our children 
were thrilled to regather in person at the church for weekly 
programming. 

SUMMER CELEBRATION: This series of unique special 
events over the summer helped our kids meet new friends 
through active, age-appropriate activities. From a drive-in 
movie night to craft times, culminating in a live Slugs and Bugs 
Concert, our kids had a blast connecting with one another!  

2020–2021  
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS (CONTINUED)
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JULY–AUGUST 2021
SUMMER CAMPS: 

• Kids Jam Camp: Little ones and their parents or caregivers 
enjoyed music, dance, and rhythm together in a fun, 
interactive week! We were so thankful that Shannon Carter 
led our camp again as the 60 children who attended grew 
to appreciate music.

• Soccer Camp: The Chicago Eagles returned to lead 150 
kids in a week-long soccer camp that built soccer skills 
and encouraged spiritual growth. The coaches had the 
opportunity to share the gospel with each camper at the 
end of the week. 

• Lake Ann Camp: Our 3rd to 12th graders returned to 
Michigan for an incredible week in the great outdoors. This 
camp continues to be a highlight of the year for our youth 
ministry. Pastor Justin May successfully returned with all 
98 children in his inaugural summer as Pastor of Student 
Ministries.

TOGETHER IN WORSHIP & COMMUNITY: As we ended 
the summer, we set a goal of getting everyone at our church 
connected to a Community or Small Group. The life of the 
church isn’t meant to be lived alone; we need each other! 
Entering the fall, we are happy to report that over 70% of 
those who regularly attend on Sunday are connected to and 
attending a weekly in-person group. 
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MOODY BY THE 
NUMBERS

7

1,896
Easter Sunday

Online

1,544
Easter Sunday

In-Person Services

63,201
Christmas Concert 
Online Premiere

170
Countries  
Streaming

SPECIAL ATTENDANCE

2,698
Christmas Eve  
Online Service

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

1,795
Sunday Morning 

Online Post-Easter

2,663
Sunday Morning 
Online COVID-19

810 
Sunday Morning 

In-Person Post-Easter

2,093
Members

22
New Members

81
Associate Members

12
People Baptized

MEMBERSHIP



$466,000
Beyond These Doors 
Thanksgiving Offering

2,134 
Giving Households

$6,264,662 
Total Giving

GENERAL FUND SPECIAL OFFERINGS

17

BABY  
DEDICATIONS

200
Participants

9
Classes

37
Groups

119
Participants

SMALL 
GROUPS

EQUIPPING

47
Households Sent

16
Communities

127
Total Supported

28
Countries Served

700
Participants

GLOBAL 
MISSIONS

COMMUNITIES

Facebook
14,493

YouTube
8,502

Instagram
1,959

Twitter
4,162

Unique Homepage Visits 206,504
Unique New Visitors 7,901
Podcast Subscribers 1,452

SOCIAL
MEDIA
FOLLOWS & 

SUBSCRIPTIONS

WEBSITE
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$176,000
Redemption Project

LIVING WITH HOPE
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
People around the world are looking for guidance amidst 
COVID-19. God blessed Moody Church Media with the 
opportunity to provide a biblical voice to today’s current 
issues and spiritual challenges. Here are a few highlights 
from the last year.

• Pastor Lutzer’s new book We Will Not Be Silenced guided over 
200,000 readers to boldly represent Christ well and addressed 
many of the pressing issues in our culture and the church.

• We partnered with four new major stations to reach people 
in Austin, TX, Detroit, MI, and Boston, MA. Internationally, we 
partnered with a station that covers all of Nigeria.

My husband just had COVID and went to heaven. I listen to Pastor 
Lutzer every day to be challenged and encouraged. I’m amazed by the 
boldness the Lord has led him to speak towards these current issues. 
It helps me to continue serving the Lord now.

 - Mary Rose

Would you help advise me, although I’m a Muslim? 
You shared that Jesus forgives all our sin and that 

I can have the Holy Spirit in my heart, so can you 
please explain more? All I feel is anger and pain. I’m so 

tired; I surely want to live in peace. 

 - A listener in Egypt  
[partners followed up with ongoing gospel conversations] 

THE YEAR AHEAD 
As we look ahead, we ask for your prayers. We have been 
working with a new ministry partner to expand into the 
Russian and Ukrainian languages to transform lives with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Pray that God will pave the way and  

 
guide our steps. The Moody Church’s legacy of focusing on 
Jesus since 1864 continues to propel this ministry across all 
cultures and all generations.

NEW RESOURCES THIS YEAR

STORIES OF CHANGED LIVES 

21+ 
countries

2,850,000+
streams & downloads

Offered entirely for free across digital 
channels and platforms

Radio programs in four languages 
and on over 1,000 domestic outlets

An increase of 40% over last year with 
first-time orders up by 55% 

34,000+ 
life-changing resources



This year, we celebrated 20 years of God making the impossible 
possible. Since our beginning in 2001 as a pilot program 
of The Moody Church with 16 kids from Cabrini-Green, we 
have served more than 6,000 kids. Of them, 81 percent 
acknowledged Jesus as their Savior, 88 percent graduated from 
high school, and 86 percent pursued higher education. 

Our vision is to help kids from under-resourced neighborhoods 
have abundant life by loving and nurturing them holistically—
mind, body, and soul. And when businesses, schools, and 
other nonprofits closed due to COVID-19, By The Hand never 
paused. During 2020-2021, we served 35,696 individuals 
multiple times—including children, families, and community 
members. And we delivered 115,294 services, conducting 
personal home checks and meeting essential needs, including 
food, rent, medical supplies, and continued learning. Our in-
person programming remained open except for a few weeks, 
and we added virtual programming. With all this support, we 
could engage all of our 1,454 students, with many advancing in 
school instead of falling behind. 

By The Hand – Moving Everest Charter School helped us reach 
more kids with greater impact while creating sustainable 
revenue, something we always try to do. With the completion 
of the middle school facility during the fall of 2020, we were 
able to add 90 sixth graders. By 2022, this site will serve 810 
kindergarten through eighth-grade students, preparing them 
for a quality high-school education. 

To achieve the same reach, impact, and sustainability goals 
in North Austin, we broke ground on August 11 for our sixth 

club. This will enable us to love and nurture 400 more kids 
from kindergarten through twelfth grade. Instead of partnering 
with a charter school, we will partner with two nonprofit 
organizations: Intentional Sports and Grace and Peace Revive 
Center. The innovative 150,000-square-foot facility on a 10-
acre campus will house sport, education, and wellness spaces, 
including Chicago’s largest indoor turf arena. 

We also plan to break ground later this year on a permanent 
structure for Austin Harvest. It will allow our high school 
students to provide fruits, vegetables, and flowers for the 
community year-round, while gaining business experience 
in the process. As we reach more kids, open a new club, and 
innovate for a greater impact, the real vision for the future is 
thousands of children living abundantly, sharing their faith, and 
giving back to their communities.

Consider Travis Smith, who joined By The Hand Club in the 
eighth grade and became our first college graduate. Now he’s 
married with four children, serves as a lay preacher-teacher, 
and is a resident director at Olivet Nazarene University, his 
alma mater. He is also our first alumnus to join our board of 
directors. 

Finally, Charity Navigator (CN) gave us a rare 100% trust 
rating for financial reporting and accountability. This puts By 
The Hand in the top 1% of all nonprofits rated by CN. We’ve 
kept our overhead low relative to programming, finishing 
20 consecutive years in the black. And we are not endowed. 
This was only possible with God working through The Moody 
Church and people like you to make the impossible possible.

20 YEARS OF POSSIBLE
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In April 2021, 14 months after she moved into the Naomi’s 
House (NH) Residential Program, Summer graduated! 
Summer moved into the program in February 2020, just a 
few weeks before COVID-19 shut down our communities. We 
thank God that the pandemic couldn’t prevent Summer from 
having a life-changing experience at NH. 

Summer was groomed from a young age to be sexually 
exploited and trafficked. The first time she was sold for sex 
was at the age of eight. Her traffickers were her parents, 
and her clients were from her church. She endured years of 
violence and abuse which led to addiction, an identity crisis, 
and a misunderstanding of her purpose in life. 

In God’s unbelievable plan for Summer’s life, a Moody 
Church member knew her from childhood and suggested 
that she consider NH as a place to heal. Summer was barely 
functioning. Now in her 30s, she was living on her own, 
paying her own rent, and free from trafficking, but still very 
much trapped by the trauma that held her spirit hostage. 
When her friend suggested NH, it took Summer three months 
to decide whether she could move halfway across the county 
and trust an unknown program and a group of strangers to 
walk with her through her trauma and help her address the 
abuse that had paralyzed her. 

Summer’s time at NH was hard but beautiful. It took 
her weeks to feel settled in, but eventually the slow, 
individualized pace of our program allowed her to find her 
way again. The love and grace she experienced at NH was 
new to her; never had she felt empowered and seen like she 
did with the NH staff and volunteers. Summer can recall her 
first breakthrough—Mother’s Day 2020. She was grieving an 
incredible amount of loss, and she remembers the staff at 
NH just letting her cry and feel that loss while not being afraid 
that she wouldn’t heal from it. 

“I never thought it was possible to function like I am now. 
Sober, working, and not being abused. I’m back in touch with 
my feelings. I’m not the same person I was when I entered 

NH. I didn’t know how to take care of myself…my soul, my 
mind, my body. Before NH I only knew how to mask my pain.” 

Summer’s relationship with God was a big part of her healing. 
She says, “I know God differently now. Now I see that God 
isn’t calculating what I’m doing wrong. He’s showing me 
grace. I knew He was grace, but now I feel that grace. It was 
demonstrated to me at NH. I had visual representation of 
God’s love for me.”

Summer is now working for NH and our newest program, 
The Gathering Place (TGP). Modeled after our Residential 
Program, TGP is a highly-resourced Day Program that will 
allow us to serve more women than we ever have before. 
“Working at TGP is a combination of doing things I like and 
I get to mix it with peer support. I had no idea when I came 
here, I’d end up working for NH, helping start The Gathering 
Place, and the other women in the community would look 
up to me. It has been so powerful to me, that God would 
use me. It’s a chain reaction. I’m excited about what is still to 
come. I love that the Bible uses the most broken people to 
bring about the most glory.” Summer is actively participating 
in ending sexual exploitation and ending this violence. It’s like 
nothing we have ever seen before!

2020–2021 HIGHLIGHTS
3 women graduated from Residential in the last year

6 women served in NH4 Independent Living

176 goals accomplished by women at Naomi’s House

5 women enrolled for GED and college education 

100% of the women we served made progress  
toward their healing

1077 hours of life skills/therapeutic services given  
to our residents

Launched The Gathering Place, our newest program
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Reflecting on the past year, we saw the Lord do so much 
to touch lives with His love. It is a humble privilege to be 
His hands and feet as we’ve shepherded those exploring 
missions, cared for our missionaries, established three new 
Key Global Initiative partnerships, and further developed 
our existing relationships with missions partners around the 
world. Several highlights stand out over this past year as we 
sought to love well as Christ has loved us.

In January 2021, the GO Committee set aside special funds 
to provide tech upgrades for our missionary families to keep 
their ministries going and leverage technology during this 
difficult time. So far, 18 families have purchased new tech, 
including laptops, A/V equipment, and more. The Ottens, who 
serve in Belgium doing theological training and local church 
ministry, shared what a blessing this gift was to them:

I (Jeremy) have been using my old MacBook for Zoom lectures 
in the classes I teach, online sermons for our church, and 
videos of chapel messages, among many other things. While 
my old computer was able to handle most basic functions, it 
had been repeatedly crashing… I had also frequently been up 
long past midnight waiting for my computer to process sermon 
recordings, a task that my new computer does in less than five 
minutes! I really can’t express how much time, frustration, and 
heartache you have spared me by enabling me to purchase new 
equipment… I have been able to put together a setup that meets 
all the technological needs of our ministry.

Another big highlight was the amazing generosity of our 
church family for the Redemption Project. We partnered with 
Living With Hope to send wheelchairs and the gospel message 
to those in Africa affected by disability. Our church raised 
$176,300.39—the most ever for a Redemption Project—to 
purchase pediatric wheelchairs, Bibles, and multiple shipping 
containers to send it all overseas! Founder Michael Panther 
reported that as of late September, his team was able to 
travel to Kenya, distribute a shipping container of wheelchairs, 
and share the gospel with all present because of our church’s 
generosity. We praise God for this opportunity to love the 
most vulnerable, even during the pandemic!

In July 2021, we had the joy of commissioning Alissa Bauer 
who is preparing to join a church planting team in Tokyo, 
Japan. By equipping and supporting those like Alissa, we can 
send out vessels of His love to the world.

We’re also grateful for the opportunities the Lord has given 
us to go deeper in loving the lost and expanding His kingdom 
globally. For example, we began partnerships with Middle 
East Ministries, which is planting churches in Egypt and 
training the existing church there, and Neopolis, a church 
planting ministry working in Kenya. In Albania, we started 
supporting an evangelism team serving under church planter 
and pastor Plator Collaku, whose ministry we’ve supported 
since 2019. Additionally, we’ve been able to help several of 
our missionaries spread God’s love to their communities 
still troubled by the effects of the pandemic. In Uganda, we 
enabled Barbara Lange to distribute food in her town:

85 families received food that would last them a week or more. 
25 additional families in these communities received something 
small as an encouragement. This money and food was given 
to pastors who are already ministering in their respective 
communities. In one of the communities, Pastor George and his 
wife, Annet, shared the gospel with people they gave food to and 
three people gave their lives to Christ!

Although COVID-19 necessarily changed the way we do things, 
the Holy Spirit is still on the move. For this next year, our 
prayer is to continue loving the lost, stewarding what we’ve 
been given, and supporting the called. May we all catch the 
vision that missions is something we’re all part of, and that we 
are all sent by Christ to make disciples wherever we are.
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TRUSTEES’ REPORT
The Trustees are responsible for the ongoing activities and usage of the church building and properties. It’s a simple task on the 
surface, but there’s a deeper mission behind the scenes. Beyond the maintenance and upgrades, our goal is to seek the Lord’s 
direction on how to effectively use the church property for the enhancement and expansion of the Kingdom. Every decision we 
make is filtered through the lens of helping the people of God grow in the knowledge and exercise of their faith. 

This past year presented some various and unique challenges. Once again, we experienced God’s faithfulness on many fronts, 
and we are so grateful to Him. Some of our highlights for the year:

• Received congregational approval to proceed on the 
proposed planned development with Fern Hill for 
our North & LaSalle parking lot and the Shell and BP 
properties.

• Completed the multi-year TLC on TMC project which 
renovated the interior of the church.

• Redesigned and renovated the Sankey Hall 
infrastructure, including a new drainage system, paint, 
and carpeting. 

• Built a new studio in Sankey Hall for weekly film projects 
and other video uses.

• Updated and improved the Sanctuary streaming and 
video capabilities for our weekly services. 

• Completed the Sanctuary balcony railing project for our 
congregation’s safety and ease of use. 

• Updated the roof HV/AC technology and related 
mechanical units that were no longer reliable. 

• Upgraded the church’s database management software 
to Ministry Platform and our giving platform to Online 
Giving.

The Trustees are grateful for your continued support and 
for God’s provision. Please continue to uphold us in your 
prayers, for we covet God’s direction and wisdom as we 
carry out our responsibilities. 

THE MOODY CHURCH TRUSTEES
Earl Bowers, Daniel Favero, Kim Lahti, Berv Peterson, Tom Sawyer
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Video Recording Studio

HVAC Installation

Balcony Railing Upgrade



TREASURER’S REPORT
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Despite the ongoing challenge of COVID-19 during Fiscal Year 2021, the church ended the year with a $278,795 
surplus in the General Fund, most of which has been set aside to offset additional expenses in the coming year. 
Contributions were $6,264,662, which was $170,838 or 2.7% below budget. Nevertheless, this was modestly higher 
than prior year giving. Expenses came in below budget in all areas except camp. Overall, total expenses were below 
budget by $866,599 or 12.5%. We give thanks and glory to God for His continuing provision to The Moody Church 
and its ministries. 

MEDIA MINISTRY 
The Media Ministry income, which includes product sales, general donations, direct mail responses, and offering 
envelope contributions, was $4,343,320, which was $658,320 ahead of budget. Despite the costs of handling a 
growing number of donors, expenses were less than budget by $191,967. The surplus was transferred to the Media 
Reserve and is available for future expansion to unreached regions around the globe. 

ESTATE GIVING 
Donations from estates totaled $2,811,007. Funds were allocated to specific ministries as designated. Given the 
balance and anticipating future capital needs related to the church’s strategic vision, $1,795,715 was set aside for 
Strategic Capital Initiatives. Finally, 10% of estate contributions was allocated to Missions Projects and the balance 
to the Capital Fund. Stewardship materials to assist those interested in providing for The Moody Church ministries 
through their estates are available from Pastor Bill Van Tuinen in the church office. 

FISCAL 2021 
The General Fund budgeted contributions for next year are $6,590,000, which is a 2.4% increase from this year’s 
budget. The Fiscal Year 2021 surplus and up to $300,000 of an annual estate gift can be used to supplement 
contributions if needed. All of this planning and budgeting would not be possible without strong support from 
Michael Pitts, Managing Director of Operations; Kent Schmidt, Director of Finance and Administration; and Financial 
Assistants Neelu Joseph and Jean Jacobsen. This great team is committed to conservative accounting for controlling 
the church’s finances on a daily basis. 

The Finance Committee appreciates your prayers.

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Jeff Knapp, Timothy Kerr, Jonathan Hauser, Ryan June, Rick Kosloskus, R. David Morris, Michael Pitts, Kent Schmidt,  
Micah Shumate
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Total Expenses $6,048,000

Total Income $6,327,000

INCOME EXCEEDED EXPENSES BY $279,000

Budget $6,914,000

Actual $6,048,000

EXPENSES WERE UNDER BUDGET BY $866,000

Budget $6,436,000

Actual $6,265,000

CONTRIBUTIONS FELL SHORT OF BUDGET BY $171,000

$0 $2,000,000 $4,000,000 $6,000,000
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FUND BALANCES
8/31/21

8,243,959$    Unrestricted Funds
305,813 General Fund 244,987$       

201,468 General Fund Reserve 715,415

189,830 Capital Reserve 715,415
8,941,070$    Strategic Capital Initiative 1,795,715

Capital 815,306

(28,044)$        Auditorium Media Capital (10,530)

8,969,114 4,276,308$    
8,941,070$    

Restricted Funds
Camp Capital/Reserve 65,006$         

Recreation 1,657

Mission Projects and RTT 737,227

Media Reserve & Strategic Initiative 1,912,120

Fellowship Fund 503,415

882,396

281,474

Class Funds 159,987

Elder Designated 16,283

Other Restricted Funds 133,241

4,692,806$    

8,969,114$    

THE MOODY CHURCH
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  for Year Ended August 31, 2021

8/31/21
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Assets

Accrued Expenses

Fund Balances

Cash & Cash Equivalents, at cost (Note 5)

Other Current Assets

Promissory Notes for Pastoral Housing

Long-Term Investments, at cost (Note 5)

Liabilities & Fund Balances

See Notes to Financial Statements as an integral part of these 
statements.
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
AND CASH FLOWS FOR YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2021

INC OME E X P E NS E
 Actual  Actual  Actual  %   Variance  %  

C ontributions 6,264,662$     -$                6,264,662$     100.0% (170,838)$       -2.7%
Investment Income 437                  -                  437                  0.0% 437                  

6,265,099        -                  6,265,099        100.0% (170,401)         -2.6%

Minis tries 35,585             2,276,981        (2,241,396)      -35.8% 199,014           8.2%
C amp 439                  52,245             (51,806)           -0.8% (17,806)           -52.4%
Miss ions 7,131               772,416           (765,285)         -12.2% 50,085             6.1%
F acilities  (Note 4) 17,907             1,625,196        (1,607,289)      -25.7% 328,763           17.0%
Adminis tration 385                  1,320,913        (1,320,528)      -21.1% 189,890           12.6%

61,447             6,047,751        (5,986,304)      -95.6% 749,946           11.1%

6,326,546$     6,047,751$     278,795$         4.4% 579,545$         9.0%

5,581$             4,838$             743$                743$                

1,208,268        643,574           564,694           564,694           

4,343,320        3,493,033        850,287           850,287           

5,557,169$     4,141,445$     1,415,724$     1,415,724$     

Media Minis try *

*  S ee S upplemental F inancial Information

NE T F OR  F UND

T otal G eneral F und (Note 5)

B UDG E TE D R E S TR IC TE D F UNDS

R ecreation

Naomi’s House

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND CASH FLOWS
for Year Ended August 31, 2021

G E NE R AL  F UND

Income 

S ummarized *
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS
1. The Moody Church is a not-for-profit religious organization 
and is exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

2. In order to ensure observance of limitations and 
restrictions placed on the use of resources available, 
the accounts of The Moody Church are maintained in 
accordance with the principles of fund accounting. Under 
these principles, resources are classified into funds according 
to their nature and purpose and financial transactions have 
been recorded and reported by fund group.

3. These financial statements are presented on a modified 
cash basis, but all significant liabilities are believed to be 
recorded or noted. The preparation of financial statements 
has required management to make estimates and 
assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets 
and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and 
the amounts of revenues and expenses recognized during 
the reporting period. Actual results could differ from these 
estimates.

4. The Moody Church owns virtually all facilities used for its 
ministries. Those facilities are not recorded in the financial 
statements. Noncancelable operating leases for space and 
equipment are not significant.

5. The General Fund positive variance resulted from strong 
giving and controlled expenses for the fiscal year that made 
the planned use of Estate funds to balance the budget 
unnecessary.

6. Most funds are maintained in cash equivalents or other 
short-term investments, for which cost approximates market 
value. Longer-term investments are also carried at cost and 
may or may not be held to maturity. Investment objectives 
emphasize the safety of principal. Futures and forward 
contracts are not permissible.

7. The Moody Church receives and provides substantial non-
monetary contributions of services and goods in connection 
with various ministries. Those contributions have not been 
quantified and are not recorded in the financial statements.

FOR YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2021
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