
bac k  to  t h e  bas ics ! 
Welcome to Week #4 of the Fall Quarter. We have a special speaker in the Morning Service. Dr Ray Ortlund, a 
staff favorite, will be speaking on Romans 8:31-39: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? A great quote 
to whet your appetite: 

“This passage reveals that God loves you personally. God doesn’t just love the human race globally. 
God is holding you in his hands. God enthuses about your future. 

If you are in Christ, the deepest and most enduring meaning of your story, 
no matter what you’ve done or what anyone else has done to you, 

is the overruling love of God for you.” 

Da i ly  B i b l e  r e a d i n g
Follow up: Last week I mentioned that only 17 percent of Christians read their Bible daily. Here is a quote from 
John Plake of the American Bible Society, which reinforces the importance of encouraging our people to develop 
a good reading habit, or “Scriptural engagement,” the term he prefers.

“Scripture engagement is consistent interaction with the Bible that shapes 
people’s choices and transforms their relationships with God, self, and others. 

In other words, Scripture engagement is consistent, meaningful, and impactful Bible reading. 
Scripture engagement is the most powerful single influence on a person’s spiritual health 

that we know of, and there is no close second.”

T M C  S c h e d u l e  
• October 3: Special Speaker in the Morning Service–Ray Ortlund 
• October 10: Chicago Marathon, No TMC Kids
• October 17: Regular Programming
• October 24: Annual Meeting, No TMC Kids at 11:30
• October 31: Special Speaker in the Morning Service—Dr. Erwin Lutzer

I m p o r ta n t  I n f o r m at io n 
• Inquiries: Now that we are encouraging people to visit our website to “find a group,” you will be getting 

inquiries about your group. If you are able, please respond to the inquiries within 24 hours. This will 
encourage people who are looking to get plugged in. 

• Calendar: Please let us know if your Community or Small Group will be meeting on October 10, which is 
Marathon Sunday, and October 24, which is the Annual Meeting. If you meet at the church, we will assume 
you’re meeting each week. If something changes and you can’t meet, please notify Kaitlyn or Aimee in the 
church office. This will help with planning.
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G e t t i n g  to  K n ow  Yo u 
• What is the first thing you do each morning?

• On a scale of 1–10, with 1 being utterly unflappable and 10 being prone to panic attacks, how easy is it for 
you to question God’s love for you? 

• Have you experienced an offense that caused you to question your relationship with God? Share with the 
group. 

D ig g i n g  D e e p e r
• Have someone in your group read Romans 8:16–39 out loud and with feeling. 

• Make a quick list of everything Paul says the Spirit does for us in Romans 8:1–30 to prepare for the 
amazing truths of 31–39. 

• Based on the quote from the introduction, fill in the blanks. You will see yourself in one of these two ways: 
Either having to make _______________ and justify _______________ and satisfy _______________, or 
accepting Jesus as your complete redefinition and confidence and endless adventure into more of the love 
of God. 

• Dr Ortlund shared that in verses 31–39, Paul asks four unanswerable questions about the personal and 
powerful love of God for the undeserving:

1. If God is for us, who can be _______________________? (vs. 31)

2. He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for_______________________, how will he not 

also with him graciously give ____________________? (vs. 32)

3. Who shall bring any charge against _______________________? (vs. 33–34)

4. Who shall separate us from the _________________________? (vs. 35)

• Discussion Question: Why do you think so many Christians believe God is not for us? That 
God can stop loving us? That there is something we can do to fall out of favor with God? 

• Read 1 John 2:15–17 and Ephesians 2:1–3. Who is fighting against us? 

• What does Romans 8:31–39 reveal about the character of Christ?
 

Ta k i n g  i t  H o m e 
• Which part of this message impacted you the most? Why?

• What steps do you need to take to fully anchor your soul in the love of God instead of in fear?  
• How does it encourage you to know that suffering, no matter how difficult, will never separate you from the 

love of God? 
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