Thursday December 24, 2020

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Prelude Janis Sakai, Nina Saito, Nora Williams, and Julia Wen – String Quartet
“All Is Well” (arr. Keith Christopher)
Invocation
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him – born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, He abhors not the Virgin’s womb.
Son of the Father, begotten, not created…
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above.
Glory to God, all glory in the highest…
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to Thee be all glory given:
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing…
Traditional and John Francis Wade, stanzas 3 & 4 arr. David Willcocks

Fifth Reading of Advent “The Christ Candle of Faith” John 1:1–14 (ESV) The Eng Family
“Of the Father's Love Begotten” Elsa Wiese

THE PROMISED ONE
Readings from Isaiah and Micah (ESV) Pastor Larry McCarthy
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 		
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 					

– Isaiah 7:14

– Isaiah 9:6

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 						

– Isaiah 11:1

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 					

– Micah 5:2

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Ensemble

THE SON OF MARY
Luke 2:1–7 (ESV) Pastor Larry McCarthy
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
“O, Little Town of Bethlehem”

THE SAVIOR
Luke 2:8–20 (NIV) Pastor Larry McCarthy
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
“ Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him,
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they
had been told.
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

THE KING OF KINGS
Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV) Pastor Larry McCarthy
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came
to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come
to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me
word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way.
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the
child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.
“Once in Royal David’s City” Solo on stanza 3 by Nehemiah Morrison
“Noel (He is Born)” (Tommee Profitt) Anna Joy Buegel
Meditation Pastor Philip Miller

LET US ADORE HIM
“Silent Night, Holy Night”
“O, Holy Night”
Benediction
“Joy to the World!”
Joy to the world! The Lord is come, let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing…
Joy to the world! The Savior reigns – let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy…
No more let sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground.
He comes to make His blessings flow, far as the curse is found…
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love!

